
Text of Defense Department Statement on Slavina of OSS Maior 
Here are the fantastic de- 

tails of the alleged cold-blooded 
cloak-and-dagger slaying of a 

wartime Office of Strategic 
Services major in Italy as re- 

vealed yesterday in the Defense 
Department's “memorandum on : 
the Holohan case” which was j 
handed to reporters at a news 

conference: 

“In the latter part of 1944 the 
whole northern industrial region 
of Italy, with most of the war 

factories, was still in Axis hands. 
Italian partisans, however, were 
actually in control of many of the 
rural areas north of the battle 
lines. A National Committee of 
Liberation supposedly directed the 
partisans, but in practice the 
partisan bands represented many 
different political colors, the larg- 
est of which was the Communist. 

“The National Committee con- 

tinually pressed the American 
command to drop arms behind the 
German lines to enable partisans 
to attack Nazi communications 
and transport. The big question, 
however, was whether the Com-, 
munists would use the arms 
against the Germans or stock pile 
the equipment for a possible civil 
war later on. The boss of the1 
Communist partisans was called 
Capt. Ciro. His real name was 
Vincenzo Moscatelli. 

"On September 26, 1944, Maj. 
William V. Holohan was dropped 
on Mount Mottarone, about 100 
miles north of the battle line. Maj. 
Holohan, an OSS officer, became 
the highest ranking American of- 
ficer operating behind the Ger- 
man lines in Italy. He was accom- 

panied on the drop by Lt. Aldo 
Icardi, age 23, and a first-genera- 
tion American from Pittsburgh, 
where he had been a law student 
before entering the service. 

“Icardi was fluent in Italian and 
could speak even the idiom of the 
region in which he landed. He was 
known for his daring and had, 
in fact, been picked to command 
this particular assignment which 
was secretly knowm as the Chrys- 
ler Mission. Because of the im- 
portance of the operation, how- 
ever, Maj. Gen. William Dono- 
van. then chief of the OSS, 
personally decided that an older 
and more experienced officer 
should be in command. 

“Maj. Holohan was 40. .He was 
a graduate of Manhattan College 
and the Harvard Law School and 
had served as an attorney for the 
Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission. He w:as a reserve officer 
and had never married. He was 
also a very big man and was 
known for his strength and gen- 
eral calmness of temperament. 

“The other principal in the mis- 
sion was Sergt. Carl G. LoDolce 
of Rochester, N. Y. LoDolce also 
was an Italian-American and 
spoke Italian fluently. Maj. Holo- 
han did not. A fourth member of 
the dropped party w'as Tullio 
Lussi w'ho went under the resist- 
ance name of Capt. Landi. 

$100,000 in Gold. 
“The parachute party took In 

a radio sending set along with 
arms and about $100,000 in gold, 
American currency, and Swiss 
francs. The chief purpose of the 
mission was to get the low-down 
on the partisan units and to make 
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groups that would best fight the! 
Germans. 

“Holohan kept in communica- 
tion with his headquarters by ra- 
dio but only asked for one air^ 
drop of arms and explosives be- 
tween the time he landed and 
the time of his reported disap- 
pearance on December 6, 1944. 
It was Lt. Icardi who sent the 
Decenfber radio message an- 

nouncing the major's disappear- 
ance. 

“Later, in January or February 
of 1945, a courier arrived at OSS 
headquarters in Siena with a 

fuller story. The Chrysler team 
then occupied the Villa Castel- 
nuovo, a 22-room mansion on Lake 
Orta. According to this tale, par- 
tisan friends had informed Holo- 
han that the German-Fascist 
forces were preparing a mop-up in 
that area and apparently had got- 
ten wind of the Chrysler mission. 
The partisans recommended that 
Holohan move his headquarters. 

“Holohan demurred at first but 
chose a new location just in case. 
It was finally decided to move 
across the lake that night but 
before the party could take off 
a volley of shots, apparently from 
enemy sources, were heard. All 
of the men w’ent in different di- 
rections with the understanding 
that they w'ould regroup at the 
new hideout. All of them arrived 
safely at the new hideout except 
Holohan, who w?as never seen 
again. They presumed that he 
had been killed or captured. 

“Lieutenant Icardi then took 
charge of the mission and it be- 
came extremely active. Between 
December and April. Icardi called 
for 50 air drops of arms. This 
became known as Operation 
PINEAPPLE. After the war, Ital- 
ian Police, searching for buried 
Communist arsenals, dug up quite 
a bit of this materiel. 

LoDolce Evacuated. 
“During the winter of 1945, Sergt. 

LoDolce had a nervous break-, 
down and Icardi had him evacu-; 
ated to neutral Switzerland. After 
the war, LoDolce received the i 
Distinguished Service Cross on the 
recommendation of Icardi. 

"After the war the OSS and the 
Army‘conducted another investi- 
gation into the disappearance of 
Holohan, They investigated the 
possibility that Holohan might 
have been killed and thrown into 
Lake Orta, or that he might have 
been wounded and fallen in. 

With that in mind they even 
had the end of the lake near the 
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BROTHER OF SLAIN MAJOR—Joseph Holohan of New York, 
brother of Maj. William V. Holohan, looks at pictures of two 
men whom the Defense Department has accused of slaying 
Maj. Holohan during an OSS mission in Italy in 1944. 
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villa dragged for his body. Noth- 
ing was found. They particularly 
interrogated two Italian partisans 
who were attached to the Chrysler 
Mission. They were named Guis- 
seppi Mannini and Gualtiero Toz- 
zini. They were able to shed no 
additional light on the case. 

“Meanw'hile. Icardi and LoDolce 
returned to the United States and 
were separated from the armed 
forces. Icardi at first went back 
to the University of Pittsburgh 
Law School on a GI scholarship, 
then later went to Peru to con- 
tinue his studies. LoDolce re- 

turned to Rochester where he 
went to work in an industrial 
plant. 

"In July 1946, the Army crim- 
inal investigators renewed the in- 
vestigation of Holohan’s disap- 
pearance. This investigation dis- 
closed that Lt. Icardi had appar- 
ently embezzled and converted to 
his own use a considerably large 
sum of money in gold currency 
entrusted to him by Major Holo-; 
ban. 

Questioned at Length. 
"In August of 1947 Icardi was 

located in the United States and 
was questioned at great length 
about the disappearance of Major 
Holohan without developing any 
new evidence. On September 19. 
1947 LoDolce w-as also found and 

questioned, with negative results. 
"In 1948 the Army criminal in- 

vestigators made an effort to run 

down some very vague new leads. 
Nothing came of this but they did 
obtain the co-operation of the 
Italian police in the Lake Orta re- 
gion in establishing listening posts 
and informant nets, with a view 
of picking up all possible informa- 
tion relative to Holohan’s disap- 
pearance. This method finally 
produced some leads which led 
back to Mannini and Tozzini. In 
June 1950, when a new interro- 
gation trapped them into a series 
of contradictions, they finally 
broke down and told the real 
story of what had happened to 
Major Holohan. 

"Their confessions revealed that 
the Chrysler Mission had brought 
about a bitter quarrel between the 
Communist and non-Communist 
partisans. Holohan called off 
further air drops of equipment 
until he could size up the situ- 
ation. This precipitated the mur- 
der of the Major for it brought 
about a fatal division between 
Holohan and Icardi. The latter 
took the position that the 
Communists were the strongest 
underground fighting force and 
that therefore the Mission should 
play ball with them. The Major, 
however, remained dubious about 

the intentions of the Communist I 
?ioup. 

"In organizing the plot against 
Holohan, Icardi is accused of hav- 
ing played upon the fears of the 
ithers in the party. LoDolce, in 
lis confession, said he was per- 
suaded that if they continued to 
refuse arms and money to the 
partisans that the partisans in 
turn would either kill them or be- 
,ray them to the German-Fascist 
forces. Holohan’s stand com- 

pletely frustrated his aims. Toz- 
sini and Mannini revealed that 
the shooting on the night of De- 
cember 6, 1944, had been faked in 
order to cover up the planned 
murder of Holohan that night. 

“Icardi organized the death 
plot which first called for the 
poisoning of Holohan. At dinner 
on the night of December 6, Man- 
nini confessed, he put potassium 
cyanide into the Major’s soup. 
Holohan quickly became ill and 
went upstairs to lie down. Fear- 
ing the poison would not now be 
effective and that Holohan would 
discover the plot, Icardi decided 
that he would have to be shot. 
Fhe conspirators drew cards and 
LoDolce drew the two of spades. 
Tozzini handed him a Beretta 
automatic. 

“LoDolce then proceeded up- 
stairs, followed by the others, who 
were afraid he might lose his 
nerve. Holohan was groaning in 
pain but raised up in bed when 
the others entered the room. 
LoDolce then pressed the Berett% 
against his head and fired twice* 

‘'Holohan’s body was tied up in 
a sleeping bag and carried to the 
lake front. Heavy stones were 
attached to the sleeping bag, the 
body was then loaded into a boat, 
rowed about 100 yards and 
dropped at a point where the 
water was more than an feet. 

Arranged Fake Attack. 
“Upon returning to shore, Icardi 

took charge, arranged the fake 
attack on the villa and instructed 
the party very carefully in the 
stories they were to tell and to re- 
port to headquarters. After that, 
the Chrysler Mission openly co- 
operated with the Communist 
partisans. Icardi was able to de- 
ceive his own headquarters in Si- 
ena by reporting that the drops 
were being given to other groups. 

“The confessions of Tozzini and 
Mannini were fully corroborated. 
The body was recovered exactly 
where they said it would be found. 
Holohan’s body was well preserved 
because of the coldness of the 
lake. His wrist watch was still on 
his arm. Even the death gun 
was later found. Tests demon- 
strated it undoubtedly was the 
gun used in the killing. 

“When all these facts were fi- 
nally uncovered a new investiga- 
tion was begun in the United 
States. Icardi had left the coun- 
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New Burke Airport Hearing 
Being Studied in Virginia 

A subcommittee of the Virginia 
Advisory Legislative Council to- 
morrow will discuss the possibility 
of holding another public hearing 
on the controversial Burke <Va.) 
airport. 

State Senator J. D. Hagood of 
Clover, said today his subcommit- 
tee on the Burke airport will de- 
cide at its meeting tomorrow in 
Richmond whether another hear- 
ing is necessary. 

He would not say where the 
proposal for a second hearing 
originated. * 

The Legislative Council held a 

public hearing on Civil Aeronau- 
tics Administration plans to locate 
a second National Airport near 
the town of Burke two weeks ago. 

Plans for the new airport have 
been approved by the National 
Capitol Park and Planning Com- j 
mission but are strongly opposed 
by a committee of Burke resi- 
dents, about 100 of whom will 
have to move out of their homes: 
if and when the airport is built. 

C. F. Walter Funk, 
Erederick Farmer 

By the Associated Press 

FREDERICK, Md.. Aug. 16.— 
C. F. Walter Funk, a retired farm- 
er, died in Frederick Memorial 
Hospital Tuesday from injuries 
received when he was hit by a car 
on a Frederick street last Friday. 

Mr. Funk lived at Park Mills, 
in the south corner of Frederick 
County. A sister is the'only sur- 
vivor. 

Frederick city police said Nor- 
man Sier of nearby Ijamsville was 
driving the car which hit Mr. 
Funk. They said no charges have 
been filed against Mr. Sier, pend- 
ing further invesigation. 

Annapolis Council Accepts1 
Fire Marshal's Resignation 

By th« Associated Press 

ANNAPOLIS, Aug. 16. — The 
City Council has accepted the 
resignation of Fire Marshall Rob- 
ert G. Beall, who said he did not 
like the way the Fire Department 
was run. 

Mr. Beall, who also works for I 
the Naval Academy, said he did 
not have sufficient time for both I 
jobs. He also declared the firemen 
should be paid higher salaries and 
that men recommended by him for 
firemen posts should not be re- 
jected by the council. 

Deputy Fire Chief Rush Lacey j 
was appointed acting marshal 
when Mr. Beall’s resignation be-! 
comes effective September 1. j| 
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try. but LoDolce was found In 
Rochester. When questioned anew 
by military police criminal* inves- 
tigators, he at first persisted in 
denials. Under further interroga- 
tion, however, he finally confessed 
and wrote out a statement which 
confirmed the story told by. Toz- 
zini and Mannini. 

LoDolce was tljpn living at 10 
Taft street, Rochester, N. Y. After 
his confession LoDolce was taken 
into voluntary custody but later 
had to be released when it became 
clear that he could not be prose- 
cuted either in the civil courts 
or through a military trial. 

Recent Court Ruling. 
“Mannini and Tozzini were first 

put in a military prison at Turin 
because they had been in the 
armed services at the time of the 
murder. Defense lawyers, how- 
ever, argued that they were in 
fact civilians and the case dragged 
on for about a year while the 
Court of Appeals decided the ques- 
rion of this jurisdiction. Recently 
the court ruled that they Would 
have to face trial before an ordi- 
nary civil criminal court. 

“Settlement of the jurisdic- 
tional question in regard to Toz- 
2ini and Mannini has raised the 
possibility of the Italian courts 
also mosecuting Icardi and Lo- 
Dolce for the same crime. 

“In recent months the military 
police criminal investigators, the 
Judge Advocate’s Office, Counsei 
for the Department of Defense 
and the Department of Justice 
have been recanvassing both civi 
and military law in the hope oi 
finding a way of prosecutins 
Icardi and LoDolce in this country 
All possibilities have now been ex- 
nausted and it appears that the 
only hope of prosecution lies with 
action by the Italian courts.” 

U. N. Committee Hits 
Arbitrary Jailing of 
Newsmen Like Oatis 

By th# Associated Press 

GENEVA, Switzerland, Aug. 16. 
—The United Nations Economic 
and Social Council’s Social Com- 

mittee condemned today the arbi- 

trary imprisonment of newsmen 

such as Associated Press Cor- 

respondent William N. Oatis in 
Czechoslovakia. It urged the 
revocation of such jail sentences. 

Only the Soviet Union, Czecho- 
slovakia and Poland, voted against 
the move, whieh carried by a 
vote of 13 to 3 with China and 
Pakistan absent. 

American delegate,Walter Kot- 
schnig made it clear in introduc- 
ing the resolution that it was in- 
spired by the arrest and imprison- 
ment of Oatis on charges of “spy- 
ing” although the correspondent 
is not mentioned by name. 

Assails Personal Restraints. 
The resolution says the coun- 

cil “views with extreme concern 
all governmental action aimed at 
the systematic expulsion of bona 
fide correspondents, the imposi- 
tion of arbitrary personal re- 
straints and the infliction of 
punishments upon such cor- 
respondents solely because of 
their attempts faithfully to per- 
form their duties in gathering and 
transmitting news.” 

It "urges strongly that personal 
restraints be removed and sen- 
tences imposing arbitrary punish- 
ments be revoked.” 

The committee also voted 10-7 
and one absent not to convene an 
international conference to draft 
and sign a convention on free com 

of information as recommended 
by the General Assembly. 

The committee took the view 
that the climate for such a con- 
ference was unfavorable because 
of “the existence of a wide di- 
vergence of views concerning the 
restrictions and limitations which 
may legitimately be imposed up- 
on freedom of information renders 
impossible for the time being the 
conclusion of a generally accept- 
able convention.” 

Curb on Czech Flights 
Is Considered by U. S. 

By th« Associated Press 

The State Department has un- 
der study a plan to bar Com- 
munist Czechoslovakia's airlines 
from flying over the United States 
zone in Germany. 

Officials said last night this is 
one of several moves being con- 
sidered as retaliatory steps to the 
Czechs' imprisonment of Asso- 
ciated Press Correspondent Wil- 
liam M. Oatis. 

Exploratory talks are under way 
with Britain and France, it was 
learned, to see whether they, too, 
would be interested in banning 
Czech flights over their occupation 
zones in Germany. 

No definite decisions have been 
made on these moves, officials 
emphasized, adding that other 
possible counter-action cannot be 
disclosed now. 

Mr. Oatis was sentenced to 10 
years on “espionage” charges. 
The United States has called his 
trial a farce and said he acted 
only as a news reporter for a free 
press. The United States de- 
manded his release, but the Reds 
refused. 

The House has passed a reso- 
lution calling for a break in trade 
with Czechoslovakia until Mr. 
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Oatis is released. The resolution 
—now before the Senate—ex- 
presses the sense of Congress but 
does not compel action. 

Black Market ' 

(Continued Prom First Page.) 

official' duties, and of the laws of 
Turkey. 

The petition, filed by United 
States Attorney George Humrick- 
house and his assistant, Richard 
E Lewis, asks the Fairfax Circuit 
Court to attach Robersons’ bank 
account in the First and Mer- 
chants National Bank of Rich- 
mond, Pentagon Branch. It also 
requests an attachment on a 

house at 1635 Poplar drive,'Falls 
Church, which the Government 
claims is owned by Roberson al- 
though it is deeded to James R. 
and Lillian E. Brownfield, who live 
there. 

Mrs. Brownfield said Mrs. Rob- 
erson is expected to arrive in New 
York Monday from Ankara, after 
which she will go to the Brown- 
field home. 

The Government says it has 
reason to believe that Roberson, 
through his wife. Janice, is about > 

to dispose of the property “with 
intent to hinder, delay or de- 
fraud the Government of its 
claim.” 

Mr. Lewis said the case was 
handed to him by the Justice 
Department and he does not 
know whether Roberson formerly 
lived in Fairfax County. He said 
he assumes Roberson is still in 
Turkey, but could not say whether 
military authorities have charged 
him. 

Mr. Humrickhouse was m 
Florida and could not be reached 
for comment. 

BRAKES 
R E L I N E D 
While Yon Wait 

($11.95 
Oldl CO ( •■* 
ri.J,„ Other Oar* DOdge EaoeUr Lew 

Johns-Manviile Lining 
P*pl)e»te D. c. Teettn* Machine 

1940-1950 PLYMOUTH *AQ OR 
CLUTCH (IntlolUd) 40 

D. C. INSPECTION SERVICE 
WHEEL BALANCING—ALIGNMENT 

Van nort 
ST. 5361 429 K $1. N.W. 
Worrtn Dnyis, Prop. Open Sun., 9-4 

SHOWER and 
TUB ENCLOSURES 

Custom Made by MILES 

Economical • Practical • Luxurious 
Distinctively Styled enclosures in Plain* Figured or 
Sand Carved Glass, framed in never-rust aluminum 
and rubber sealed to prevent leakage will add new w.Ttfb un ire 
and lasting beauty to your bathroom, protect prf,Ydmt walls and woodwork and save hours of cleaning time. 
Siw__a_nd styles custom fitted to any tub or shower. 
We will be pleased to estimate without obligation. 

When you think of Glass 
Call MILES 

LI. 6-1234 
Office: 1234 4h St. N.E. 

Plant St Warehouse 
Rear of 635 H St. N.E. 

Washington’s Most Complete Glass Service 
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JUNK 
WANTED 

M E T A L S 
BRASS NEWSPAPERS 
AUTO BATTERIES CARDBOARD RAGS 
CAST IRON COPPER LEAD 

WE WILL MEET COMPETITIVE PRICES 

GEORGETOWN JOHN CO. 
Btar of 3254 N St. M.W. • ADams 9211-9212 
To givo our help a longer week end we are eloeing at p p.m. 

Saturdays during July and August. 
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HE MODE. Important Men, orner 
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STARTS 9 A.M. FRIDAY! MODE'S F STREET STORE ONLY! 
i 
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at prices that will bring hundreds of j 
men to The Mode in double-quick time I 

I 
» 
t 
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This is one of the most exciting suit sales you’ve ever seen at 
The Mode. We took an inventory of our summer suit stock. I 
It added up to 829 suits—the finest summer apparel in the 
land. Every suit is crisp, smart and correct, but we'd rather 

sacrifice them than carry them over. For you it means some 

of the most attractive values of this or any other season. You’ll ) 
find a partial listing below. You’ll find many more suits in j 

k 

the sale when you get here tomorrow. The Mode seldom tells ; 
you to hurry in for'a sale, but in this case, we sincerely urge 1 
you to be here as early as you can Friday morning for best 
selections. We 11 have extra salesmen and fitters to serve you. 

I 
4 

Take Your Pick Friday! Extra Salesmen and Fitters! 
No C.O.D.’s, Approvals Or Exchanges. We will Charge and Alter Soon As Possible i 

i 
4 

I 

41 Nationally known summer suits, were 20.75 _CLOSEOUT PRICE 10.95 j 
51 Nationally known summer suits, were 29.95 and 34.95_CLOSEOUT PRICE 19.95 
89 Nationally known nylon-rayon cord suits, were 27.50_ CLOSEOUT PRICE 19 95 

9 Nationally known solid shade Celanese^suits, were 29.95_CLOSEOUT PRICE 16 95 
_ 19. Nationally known rayon hairline suits, were 32.50_CLOSEOUT PRICE 18 95 

49 Finest tailored nylon-rayon cord suits, were 40.00_GLOSEOUT PRICE 29 95 
111 Exclusive Arktik-Sire Suits, best sellers at 42.50_CLOSEOUT PRICE 31 95 
168 Exclusive Richard Prince Tropical Worsted Suits, were $50 and $60_CLOSEOUT PRICE 39.95 
26 Exclusive Varsity-Town Tropical Worsted Suits, were $65_CLOSEOUT PRICE 47.95 
47 Exclusive Fashion Park Tropical Worsted Suits, were $75 and $80_CLOSEOUT PRICE 59.95 
53 Exclusive Fashion Park Tropical Worsted Suits, were $85 and $90_CLOSEOUT PRICE 69.95 
24 Exclusive Fashion Park Tropical Worsted Suits, were $95 and $100_CLOSEOUT PRICE 79.95 
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ALL SIZES 
Regulars, 35 to 50 
Shorts, 35 to 44 

; Longs, 36 to 50 
Extra longs, 38 to 44 

Stouts & Portlies, 39 to 48 
I Short stouts, 38 to 46 

1 
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F STREET AT ELEVENTH —Hourt: 9:00 to 6:00 

3331 CONNECTICUT AVE.-«oU„. 10.-00 to 9.00 

ALSO Priced, for Immediate CLOSEOUT: Furnishings, Beachwear, Sportswear, Hats 

COURTESY PARKING: Downtown—Star Parking Plaza, 10th <fc E; Uptown—Rear of Stort 
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